
4    ST. AUGUSTINE CATHOLIC  SPRING ISSUE 2024

The St. Augustine Catholic is the official 
magazine of the Diocese of St. Augustine, 
which embraces 17 counties spanning 
Northeast and North Central Florida from 
the Gulf of Mexico to the Atlantic Ocean. The 
diocese covers 11,032 square miles and serves 
more than 176,400 registered Catholics.

Bishop Erik T. Pohlmeier
PUBLISHER

Kathleen Bagg
EDITOR

Jessica Larson 
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 

Pat Dally
ART DIRECTOR

Hannah O’Farrell
GRAPHIC DESIGN

Pete Burak
Doug Culp

Msgr. Vincent Haut
Jessica Larson, MPM

Rev. Jose Panthaplamthottiyil, CMI
Linda Reeves

Dr. Claudia Rojas
Lilla Ross

Father Michael Schmitz
Sister Ann Shields

Sheri Wohlfert
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Rudy Foschi
Catherine Hensley

Lillian Howes
Jessica Larson

Bill Ragan
Fran Ruchalski
Scott S. Smith
Matt Watters

Okhee Wilson 
CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS/

ILLUSTRATORS

Cindy Barrier
PRINTING REPRESENTATIVE

Write to us at 
KBAGG@DOSAFL.COM

Read us online at 
WWW.DOSAFL.COM

St. Augustine Catholic (USPS 024-733) is a membership 
publication of the Diocese of St. Augustine, 11625 Old 
St. Augustine Road, Jacksonville, FL 32258-2060. 
Published six times a year; every other month. Periodicals 
postage paid at Jacksonville, FL. POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to St. Augustine Catholic, c/o Office 
of Communications, 11625 Old St. Augustine Road, 
Jacksonville, FL 32258-2060. PARISHIONERS: If you 
have received multiple copies of the magazine or need 
to change your address, please contact your parish office 
to update and verify registration.  Or for updates, you 
can email diocese@dosafl.com or call (904) 262-3200, 
ext. 127.
 
©St. Augustine Catholic, Diocese of St. Augustine. No 
portion of the St. Augustine Catholic may be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or otherwise reproduced or 
distributed in whole or in part without prior written 
authority of the Diocese of St. Augustine. For reprint 
information or other questions regarding use of copyright 
material, contact the St. Augustine Catholic editorial 
offices.

Editor’s Notes | Civility

Have you Done your Homework  
for the Upcoming Elections?
B Y  K AT H L E E N  B A G G

WITH POLITICAL PRIMARIES occurring in several states, the U.S. Catholic Bishops 
at their November 2023 Assembly, approved supplementary materials for the 

document Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, a teaching document on the 
political responsibility of Catholics. The statement provides guidance for Catholics in the 
exercise of their rights and duties as participants in our democracy.

The Catholic bishops identify the four main principles of the church’s social teaching 
and apply them to some concrete issues. This is not to tell the faithful for whom or against 
to vote, but instead to help them form their consciences by God’s truth as they approach 
this often-challenging decision.

As we approach the elections, the bishops urge pastors, lay and religious faithful, and 
all people of goodwill to use this statement to help form their consciences; to teach those 
entrusted to their care; to contribute to civil and respectful public dialogue; and to shape 
political choices in the coming election in light of Catholic teaching. The statement “lifts 
up our dual heritage as both faithful Catholics and American citizens with rights and 
duties as participants in the civil order,” the bishops said.

Civilize It: A Better Kind of Politics

In addition to their document on Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops launched a campaign in 2020 inviting Catholics to model 
civility and love for neighbor throughout the year. Civilize It: A Better Kind of Politics is 
a response to Pope Francis’ invitation to seek the truth, build bridges and find solutions 
together that promote the common good. Catholics are invited to take the pledge and find 
resources at CivilizeIt.org.

Faithful Citizenship is available in English by visiting faithfulcitizenship.org and visit 
cuidadanosfieles.org for the Spanish version.

Florida Catholic Advocacy Network

While the Florida Legislature is still in session, I want to draw your attention to the 
Florida Catholic Advocacy Network or FLCAN. It is a statewide, online community 
established by the bishops of Florida to connect, educate and mobilize Catholics across 
Florida’s seven dioceses on public policy issues pertaining to life, dignity and the common 
good. FLCAN provides the opportunity to speak on behalf of the poor, the disabled, the 
sick or dying, the unborn, the elderly, families and children, immigrants, the imprisoned 
and others in need. By raising our voices together, we strengthen the presence of the 
Catholic faithful in the public square. 

Subscribe for free to FLCAN and you will  
receive via email:

• �Action alerts on key bills at both the state and federal 
levels that allow for quick and easy messaging to elected 
officials.

• �Reports, summaries and educational materials that identify 
legislative proposals affecting issues important to our faith.

• �Calls to prayer for the people of our state and nation, and 
our elected leaders. 

L E A R N  M O R E
To join the Florida Catholic 
Advocacy Network, visit 
www.flaccb.org/join-flcan.


